
 

 

Burrell College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Florida Tech Announce 

Plans for Medical School  
Affiliation Agreement Paves Way for 

 Proposed 2024 Opening on Melbourne Campus    
 

Two of the nation’s leading institutions of higher education will work together to bring 
Brevard County its first medical school, leaders announced today. 
 
The Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine (BCOM) and Florida Institute of 
Technology have entered into an affiliation agreement to establish a four-year 
osteopathic medical school on Florida Tech’s Melbourne campus.   
 
The announcement will be livestreamed starting at 11 a.m. EST. 
 
“We are excited about our proposed new campus in affiliation with Florida Tech. Over 
the past three years, we have operated a regional academic center in Brevard County 
for our medical students’ clinical clerkship rotations; 34 of our third- and fourth-year 
students are currently conducting these rotations,” said John L. Hummer, co-founder 
and president of BCOM. “Based upon the success of this regional academic center and 
the positive relationships established with key stakeholders, the natural next step was 
to develop an additional four-year medical school location in Florida.” 
 
The need for physicians is growing rapidly in the Sunshine State.  
 
Florida will be short approximately 18,000 physicians by 2035, according to a 2021 
study from The Safety Net Hospital Alliance of Florida and the Florida Hospital 
Association. The Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) reported that only 

https://youtu.be/rLdRgZBxVmE


32% of Florida’s population has adequate primary care and that nearly half of primary 
care physicians are expected to retire in the next 15 to 20 years. 
 
Additionally, in 2021 research into the medical workforce, AAMC found that 47.4% of 
Florida-based medical school graduates practiced medicine in Florida and 78.8% of 
physicians who completed both medical school and residency in Florida remained in 
the state to practice. 
 
“We desperately need the next generation of highly trained physicians around Florida 
and across our nation,” said Florida Tech Interim President Robert King. “This 
affiliation with the Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine allows Florida Tech and its 
students to be part of the solution to one of the biggest challenges facing our society 
today—ensuring adequate access to high-quality medical professionals. We are excited 
about the prospects.” 
 
BCOM executed the affiliation documents to open the additional location with Florida 
Tech in November 2022 contingent upon final approval from the college’s accrediting 
body and state licensure. The inaugural class will include 100 students and is expected 
to matriculate in July 2024 and to graduate in May 2028.  
 
“We are grateful for Florida Tech’s invitation to establish a mutually beneficial 
affiliation agreement, which is based upon a shared mission of addressing the 
significant physician shortage, especially in underserved areas,” said Dr. Bill Pieratt, 
dean of BCOM. 
 
The medical school will be in Florida Tech’s L3Harris Commons via a sublease 
agreement. Burrell students will be able to use Florida Tech's libraries, fitness facilities, 
student health services and housing. The agreement also allows for collaborative 
research and teaching opportunities between both institutions. A vital component of the 
affiliation agreement is the Medical School Pathway program, whereby Florida Tech 
pre-med students will be guaranteed admission into Burrell if they meet the established 
criteria for academic performance. 
 



Marco Carvalho, Florida Tech’s executive vice president, provost and chief operating 
officer, said with their success in shaping the brightest young minds with hands-on 
instruction and cutting-edge technology, BCOM and Florida Tech are a logical and 
powerful fit. 
 
“We are pleased to welcome Burrell to our campus and look forward to the academic 
and research connections we will most certainly forge,” Carvalho said.  
 
To date, Burrell’s campus in New Mexico has graduated 430 osteopathic physicians. Of 
its graduates, 99.5% have been successfully placed into medical and surgical residency 
training programs. Currently, Florida ranks third in the country among the states where 
Burrell's applicants reside. 
 
Osteopathic medicine is one of the fastest-growing healthcare professions. According to 
the Osteopathic Medical Profession Report, the number of osteopathic physicians in the 
U.S. climbed to nearly 135,000 in 2021. Today, one in four medical students in the U.S. 
are training to be osteopathic physicians.  
 
Click here for the following additional information: 
 
 Frequently Asked Questions 
 What People Are Saying 
 Overview Brochure 

 
MEDIA CONTACTS  
Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine: Karla Walton, kwalton@burrell.edu 
Florida Tech: Adam Lowenstein, adam@fit.edu   
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About the Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Located in Las Cruces, New Mexico, the Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine was 
established in 2013. The four-year, private osteopathic medical school is student-
centered, utilizing the latest medical education technologies and methods to ensure 
student success in all fields of medicine — from primary care to subspecialties like 
surgery, anesthesiology, and emergency medicine. The Burrell College of Osteopathic 
Medicine is a freestanding college with clinical training locations in New Mexico, El 
Paso (TX), Space Coast (FL), and Tucson (AZ). Learn more at burrell.edu. 

About Florida Institute of Technology 
The premier private technological university in the Southeast, Florida Tech is a Tier 1 
Best National University (U.S. News & World Report) and a Top Technical Institute (Fiske 
Guide to Colleges), as well as a Top College and Best Value University (Forbes). Florida 
Tech is known worldwide for its strengths in aerospace, advanced manufacturing, 
aviation, autism treatment, biomedical science, cybersecurity and machine-learning, 
and marine science. It offers more than 150 bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees in 
engineering, science, computing, aeronautics, business, psychology and the liberal arts. 
The university is located in the dynamic and innovative city of Melbourne in the heart 
of the “Space Coast,” where students have been watching rocket launches from campus 
since the dawn of the Space Race. Learn how Florida Tech is making history and 
shaping the future at floridatech.edu. Find stories about our relentless pursuit of 
greatness at floridatech.edu/news. 

https://bcomnm.org/
https://www.fit.edu/admissions/why-florida-tech/melbourne-and-the-space-coast/
https://www.fit.edu/
https://news.fit.edu/

